SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
subsistence level, the extension to all of opportunities
(as equally as is physically possible) for earning higher
wages by training: these and a host of other things, it is
claimed, give birth to a society whose group conflicts,
for the first time in the period of written history, will
be raised above the level of class strife over bread and
butter. The state is nothing more than a police
system for protecting the "haves" against the "have-
nots." The Communist Utopia is a society in which
scientific planning shall have removed the "have-
nots" from the face of the earth. This is possible only
on account of the persistence of cumulative change in
the scientific and technical basis of wealth production,
This is the new element in history, of which society
has been growing slowly more and more aware since
the industrial revolution. In the Communist Utopia,
therefore, the sociological basis of the state will have
"withered away,"
When considering these various things, we should
be most careful to use words only in the sense in which
they are intended in the philosophy of Marxism,
Capitalism means, not the existence of money, nor of
personal riches, but solely in the private ownership of
the means of production, which must divide any
community into cksses of employers and employees.
Soviet economy has already abolished capitalism and
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